Air Quality Flag Program – What it means for children in BC
We can’t see it or touch it, but did you know we breathe in an average of 10,000 liters of AIR a day?
Now there’s a way to help children, families, and school communities in BC discover how all that air
impacts our health.
Your child’s school has been chosen to participate in this pilot initiative designed to help children
and school communities understand what kind of air day it is.
Air quality can change, just like the weather. When schools and surrounding community members
know what kind of air day it is, they can make decisions about reducing their exposure to air
pollution while getting active outdoors. The Air Quality Flag Program for schools encourages
outdoor activity when the air quality is good and provides school communities with ideas on how to
remain active if the air quality is poor.

Here’s how it works
Flag colors, in blue, grey, brown and red, tell people how clean or polluted the air is that day. The
colours correspond with the Air Quality Health Index (AQHI), which reports air quality in BC and
across Canada on a scale from 1 to 10 – the lower the number, the lower the health risk.

A blue flag means it’s a good air day for everyone to get active outside.

A grey flag means it’s a good air day for most people to get out and get active.

A brown flag means its’ an OK air day for some, but others might feel symptoms.

A red flag means there is a lot of air pollution and everyone should take it easy.

Each day your school page on airqualityflags.ca will tell you the AQHI reading for your location. You
get to determine which flag to raise and tell your school community what kind of air day it is.
A student or class chosen to champion the campaign will raise the flag at their school, and create a
blog entry for that day. You can read the blog, or view your school’s Air Quality Flag online at
www.airqualityflags.ca. Follow the “Participating Schools List” link.

Have a question or comment?
Contact: Glynn Brothen, Air Quality Flag Program Coordinator
Air Shift Group
glynn@airshiftgroup.com
p. 250.372.5900

